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Piano 

 This work is commissioned by Steven Gross for Steven Gross and  American 
Double: Philip Ficsor and Constantine Finehouse. 
"To the Beloved Country" 
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Duration ca 10’ 



The Horn Trio for horn, violin, and piano is occasioned — I don’t want to write “inspired” —  by 
the era we’re living in. So many of us feel desperation from the constant, gratuitous 
endangerment of our country and the world;  I wrote the Trio to express this, hoping listeners 
might possibly feel less alone. 
 
The heavy plodding rhythms of the first movement are supplanted by a hectic second, a portrait 
of our misfortune’s principal agent.  The following slow movement contains a short moment of 
respite toward its end —  a brief breakthrough of tonal sunshine in C major — and the finale is a 
resolute march of resistance. 

 
- William Bolcom  

 Aug. 23, 2018 
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